T T R DY IR T

SEE

INSTRUCTIONS

VLR -

NRHE-

5[12 )i

Cl-2

i
l/);L 9

Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE:
(Dec. 1948) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE . s
Virginia
COUNTY:
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES A ck
ccoma
INVENTORY — NOMINATION FORM FOR NPS USF ONLY
{(Type all entries — complete applicahle sections) TRy moMnEn | baTe
YT rm—— e
COMMON:

Bowman's Folly

AND/OR HISTORIC:

_ Bowman's Foll_yl Montpeller
(2. LOCATION =

STREET AND NUMBER: 4 mi
. .

.2 mi. N of Foliy Creek,
af intersection of Rt. 652 and Rt. 13.

5 of Rt;

652, 2.5 mi. SE

CITY OR TOWN:

STATE

cope [COUNTY: cope
. . 45
Vlrgln{? Accomack 001
|3, CLASSIFICATION R
CATE R
GORY OWNERSHIP STATUS ACCESSIBLE
(Check Ore) TO THE PUBLIC
District [ Building g ‘Public ] Public Acquisition: Oecupied (R Yes:
Site []  Structure O Private = In Pracess O - Unaggupied i Restricted M
Object O] Both 3 Being Considared [ Prs.ervafion work Unrestricted [
inprogress [Tl .. B
PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Agricultural ™ Government ™ Park J Transportation 7] Comments -
Commercial O Industrial [ Private Residence B Other (Specify) M —
Educational ] Military 1 Religious M
Entertainment  [] Museum 1 Scientific ]

[4. OWNER OF PROPERTY

OWNERS NAME:

STREET AND NUMBER:

Mrr—Foverly—f—Drewn PJCU,{ lt.f J:if_ld)w’wf Q/ﬂfrme, ngquMTunQJn

CITY CR TOWN:

Exo 5000 0. Qfé/yu/u

STATE:

21315 las

cCoDE

= - -

{5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 7

[COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEPS, ETC:

Accomack County Court House

BIUTISITA

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

Accomac

STATE

Virginia

AF‘F‘ROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NﬂMINATED F’ROF’ERTY

184 acres

PALNMCD

j}
w
-qaemoaév

TITLE OF SURVEY

Historic American Buildings Survey Inventory

DATE OoF SURVEY: 1958 Federal [X] State

i County []

Local [ ]

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

Library of Congress

STREET AND NUMBEF:

H3IAWNN AXYLNI

ClTY OR TOWN:

Washington

STATE:

District of Columbia 08

CODE

Aiva

ATINO 38M SdN 804




D e

|7- DESCRIPTION

(Check One)

CONDITION ..
Excellent [) Good [X Fair [ Deteriorated [ Ruins [ Unexposed [ |
INTEGRITY (Chock One} (Cheock One)
Altered [ Unaltered = Moved (W} Original Site R

Bowman's Folly is situated on an artificial mound which General John
Cropper, Junior, had built so that the house would have an impressive
location, whether looking from the house or toward it from the water.
The two and-a-half story, gable roof main block of Bowman's Folly
combines with its one and-a-half story eastern wings and outbuildings
to form an extremely fine architectural group. The house features
Flemish bond brick ends, each with an interior end chimney. The frame
fronts on the north and south display fine provincial detailing in the
cornice with its dentils and modillions, the second story, central
Palladian window, the five pedimented dormers with their arched
openings, and the pedimented entranceway porch which features a smaller
version of the roof cornice resting directly on slender Doric columns.
The old frame kitchen has been comnected to the main building by a low
hyphen and a later frame wing.

The interior of the house features a central hall plan with two rooms
on the first floor. These contain paneled dadoes consisting of narrow
vertical insets, simple chair rails and cornices, and mantels using
characteristically early-nineteenth century reeding in the central
panel and pilasters of the framings.

The outbuildings include a frame dovecote raised on simple posts, and
a frame privy complete with two small windows at either side of the
entranceway, and raised wall paneling on the interior.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE {Include Personages, Dates, Ewents, Eic.)
Built circa 1815 by General John Cropper, Junior (1755-1821), the
present Bowman's Folly replaces an earlier dwelling which burned. The
land originally had been patented by Captain Edmund Bowman in 1664, and
passed to John Cropper who had married Bowman's daughter. John Cropper,

t Junior, was born at Bowman's Folly in 1755. He served in the Revolution
i under George Washington at the Battle of Brandywine and was also a
member of the Virginia House of Delegates, 1784-92, and the Virginia
Senate, 1813-15.

i Architecturally, Bowman's Folly is an excellent example of the
provincialism, used here on a grand scale, which occurs on the Eastern
Shore in interpreting stylistic features. The dormers and Palladian
window greatly enhance the frame and brick form typical of the S3hore,
and the outbuildings, especially the privy, are extremely fine.
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